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Abstract: Olfactory receptors(ORs) are primarily located in the olfactory epithelium with the func-
tion of recognizing diverse odors. Recently, ectopic expression of ORs has been reported in breast
cancer and it may be involved in development of breast cancer. In this paper the expression, bio-
logical characteristics and regulatory mechanisms of ORs abnormally expressed in breast cancer
are reviewed and the potential clinical applications of ORs as diagnostic biomarkers and treatment

targets of breast cancer are discussed.
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