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Abstract ; Circular RNAs(circRNAs) are a large class of RNAs which can form covalently closed
continuous loops and act as gene regulators in mammals. The circRNAs are mainly generated
from exons and introns by back splicing or lariat introns. They are enormously abundant, evolu-
tionally conserved and relatively stable in cytoplasm. CircRNAs can function as microRNA
sponges , binding to RNA-associated proteins to form RNA-proteins complexes and modifiers of
genetic transcription. Importantly,circRNAs interact with cancer-related miRNAs and the cir-

cRNA-miRNA axes play a vital role in cancer-related pathways. This article aims to review the
latest research progress on the classification, mechanism of cyclization,functions of circRNAs
and its roles in cancer.
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1 CircRNA iR
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1.1 SpEFRIEAIIFIK RNA(ecircRNAs)

WFoE R B, 46K 2 0 ¥ A L 3h 9 vh & B
circRNAs ¥ H 4N F cireRNA , £ 3L R 4150 #r # 1
83%H) circRNAs 5 14ty X S, KZH ecircRNAs
BT S AR A2 BT A AT IR,
KBV IITE 5470, 85058 & B LB N 1Y ecir-
cRNAs 7401 g rp HARAR & i Fa e o ecircRNAs K
ZHGE T RNA R B HIE K, R 8 32 (A a2 31 1
U (R BT 12 32 AR A7 05, MR cireRNA 1 R AH % | B = i
B 3T 5 AT
1.2 AEFRIEMIFK RNA 5 F(ciRNAs)

ciRNAs fORTIE TN &+, ARAUA 19.2%FE
AR/ D—3B 53 1) circRNA 4 ¢iRNAs, 5 ecircRNAs
Al ciRNAs A 3'~5' 3k e i 5, fEfe e M W21
M. B ORAF R RE 5 1E AT AN ) i RRAE
CiRNA N7, H ecireRNAs f£5F 51 20 16 A2
MM ARZ ciRNAs #2719 . A1 ciRNAs 1R 2D
P R B 5 HOoE AR E i RNA(mRNAs) () % 35
B IEAFEE  CIRNAs 5 RNA R4 1T 2 AW E,
JEREHE I HE A FE R A 3R 3K, ciRNAs Ff A BT 42
=9, BT EE R,

1.3 MEFNMRNEFHREHMBIIIK RNA 2 F(E-
[ciRNAs)

WL &I, 29 20% 1 ecircRNAs FP# 88 N & 1,
TEANE TR N F 2 X — 2K circRNA 760
B8 Y ecircRNAs Fl ciRNAs Y HRAE 4 ) isf B 7 4
5 ecircRNAs #H1LL, 76 K M 32 N & F ' EIciRNAs
I X HANFEH], 5 ciRNAs Hi{L, EIciRNAs T 277
TET A%, 5 Ul snRNA 255 105 RNA B4
it 11 A FH R A1 2 G 25 AR B R (1 e S 187
14 IR RNA“R BB E E&R

H A, 0k RNA Sz ) 85 4% (1 & AE 4 A A Y
Fi. () BRI 3 1L . — I8 71 3759 42
R 5 5 — NI E I ST BT 2 AR LN S R R
BRPMN G TR, BRI 73R RNA, &
(26 15 A0 P Bk s A OGN0 (2) N TR SR
) FRAL s pre-mRNA 28 ) [n] 5 422 77 £ FR AR RNA Fil4b
BF-N&E TR TRk, J5ENNE T
R JE LM RNA BOBERE MR, (H X 80 ] 8 fie
LA AN - B FERR RNA, 3 9 & 7 (1)
CEE SRR AN R BU A RN OB S (BTSN IN
RNA ARG (B) AN T HERR . ERN
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PR RNA JE B ; MBL 25 1138 2o 5 00 35 8 &+ 1Y
MBL 45 & i s B AE F A2 3 cireMbl A2 B ; QKT Al
MBL RE % 4545 41 ¥ W 0 i) RNA 4545 &5 1 (RNA-
binding protein, RBP) (fii F N & F ¥ 545 A By,
AL RBP Z [8] (4 AH ELAE L A0 T A R 2 A J
] BY I B RNA el ADAR 38 i file VR 32 Py
BT R BAMECXTZE A I PRI RNA JE A,

2 CircRNA BIh6E

2.1 miRNA &> FiBHRZESFERIR RNA(ceRNA)

CDRlas/ciRS-7 J& O & kK ILEEZS & miR-7 &k #%
Hor 1 40 /E A ERIR RNA, 2 miR-7 it/ RNA
I3, AT LK R4S A miR-7, MM A & $5 T BE Y
miR-7 M8, (A4 HF miR-7 8356 B A A
Memeczak %550 i cireRNA U 776 ARk bt o % B
TH KHE circRNA #35 ,CDR1as 76 A /N P14
SEHY 5 A WA B 2E T, #E CDR1as J751] 1 $8.5)
63 4~ miR-7 &5 G, fEFEE i CDR1as Rik 5
R miR-7 B4R PR LA 2 fiff vp i & B A, X 4
7~ CDR1as 8 miRNA 15 45 W B VE H & % miR-
NA FEH0H A7 A es)

PP E B Y R IE T Sry ORFE A, AR
AR B RS L R 3R 58, Sry Ik RNA 2% 16
A miR-138 Z5 G007 45, % 28 Wl 4 15 56 DRLAS: DU e o
T Sry KHEH N miR-138 A4 1 45 2 18 S

5 B W5 & L circRNA-CER (Has_cire_
0023404) tJ&—4> miRNA W45, AMA Al L
MMP13 853 7EF K5 RAEA I 3 circRNA-
CER #£ib & Tk 2.5 fiF, M 45 53 1 circRNA-miR-
NA-mRNA &Z HEAEH , & B circRNA-CER 7 5 4~
miRNAs 254 i &5 (miR-636 , miR-665 ,miR-217 , miR-
646 FImiR-136), L7454 miR-136 1 3'UTR X f77E
circRNA-CER H1 MMP13 3K &35 iy 3 [R5 4209
2.2 AERBEEEMERIE

CircRNA 7] 5 RNA Z56 EHMBE 6 | F il e
BESERIEIN T f0 45 RNA RAH I, 5N 74 %
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FBEE B SE AL, F 0052 MR 25 AR BE DR 3R 56
Zhang %5 WF 57 4 PRAE A1 ML A% N A K4t circRNAs &
£, HERDH miRNA A7 5, ciRNA B Rk 2
il L 2 AR PR SR R B IR 207 IR RINA. b ] W o 2 1
K, W CDR1as F1 Sry 7] 5 miRNA 200 K+ Arg-
onaute (AGO) 2552, WFoE R U], FIR RNA ALk
PERNA 1% S5 N T2 [MAF7E 38 G 6 &, AT 52 M)
mRNA (Y335, Jeck %2055 & BLAE HIPK3 £ K 7~
A R A R BOIR RNA Y = J32 378 25 T I il 2
RNA, PRk RNA @ AE HIPK3 5P i — Fp ] 22
BIYIE L, Ok RNA B R 7™ 28 25 020+ N 46
RNA I B, 520 HIPK3 & Rk
23 EHR/MEE

— 28 circRNA A il 15 1352 42 fig 0 3% I S
Perriman 5 2/ 1998 4F 7 K M #F B b & BL— A~ 2R
MR mRNA AL — >4 058 6 R 1l 11 #2 R ik
GFP, AbouHaidar % 57 & I — A~ 259 7 A5G 1Y)
circRNA, KJ& 220nt, #i%—4> 16kD W&, 4
RN As £ & PN FRAZAR AR IE A A ml 5 JRA% A% 2 A4
BT cireRNAs T 7ER N FIAR SN BUIRE ™
24 HEREMRED

IR RNA fasEvEm, &2 AR (4, i
E 3 BE W, RIS ), O H SRR B
21 W23 TP R S 1 AR IR AR RNA B A7 7 )
B0 HE bR i . cANRIL 758 INK4AOARF 152
NEESFA K S INKA/ARF 055 5% L 1L &
A5 KU A 520 Gao 25291 i cireRNA I 5 i1
AEYE B 2B T 76 15 PRI &R b % T
10 J7Ff circRNA - JH: o 4 0 4 J2 8 & 301 - 2=
HRAR SR I 41 MR St R R R ST Y e v 3Rk 22
SEAR K, AN AT T 264 RNA, circRNA B AR 2
circRNA BAT1E Sy B3 b S b i 0 008 03

3  CircRNAs 5 Bfig

3.1 CircRNAs 55F4&

Hsa_circ_0001649 55—~ %k & B Al 58 Bl A BF
20 B g B A 1Y cireRNA, FI ] qRT-PCR #2189
51 B X5 440 Bf e Ko HE A1 3T GE H 4 21 Hsa_cire_
0001649 ) #ik, 455 B8 Hsa_circ_0001649 7 it
AR REEET M, 78 % HCC-LM3
MHCC-97L 40 i & ™ & ¥ Hsa_circ_0001649,
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MMP9 MMP10 il MMP13 () mRNA % ik & % 715 ,
$27R Hsa_circ_0001649 5 T4 o957 112 28 5 7% %%
YIFEOE, Shang %5 2% 3 41 JF 20 M 98 5 L4030 19
1EF LA T 2R cireRNA K358 A #6m, &3
circRNA R ik £ 22 5, H P Hsa_cire_0000520,
Hsa_cire_0005075 #1 Hsa_circ_0066444 #ik 25 5% ik
=&, Xt 60 9 il Xt B H O A1 21T qRT-
PCR KU 5641, % 8 A Hsa_cire_0005075 75 fif- %
B FCHE T IE H 4 40h 3k B B TH 5 (P<0.001) , H 5
JiF g LBV SE A B R TP 2 W 1 A 7 4
Hsa_circ_0005075 1 fig 5 miR-23b-5p,miR-93-3p,
miR-581, miR-23a-5p & HXJ B () mRNAs #4 B — 4~
Hsa_circ_0005075-#8 miRNA-3E KA B AEFH R, otk
A, ciRs-7 7E FF 98 e e % 1F P41 40 35k 0 22
5, (B2 ciRS-7 5 i B #H F 1% <40 ¥ AFP =
400ng/ .l FUFF 4 AL IE M A8 R AR B VAR G . [RI B &
A B A 42 A0 B I A R 2 2P ¢iRS-T B Rk S
miR-7 2 7 M 3%, 5 miR-7 ¢ % [ PI3KCD
p70S6K Fik 5 IEAH K™,
3.2 CircRNAs 5&HFRE

H f7iWTF 28 & B A Hsa_cire_0000069 .hsa_circ_
001569 . Hsa_circ_001988 = FI' circRNA 7E 45 B
Jii (colorectal cancer,CRC)F R EL HE54HW
I 0 R R R DI &, Hirp Hsa_cire_0000069 Fl
Hsa_circ_001569 7545 H % i 80 1 Rk 8 & =
FHE X 1E H 421, Hsa_cire_0000069 1) ik 5 CRC
SERE AR R RN R LS e B A TNM 40 01 A 5
7£ CRC 411 H @ B Hsa_cire_0000069 B & 41 i fip
TEAN AT | SERERIR SR, T4 20 i S U1 B i A
Gy/G, TP Hsa_circ_001569 1E CRC 4 i1 3 %5 il
REFHB LR AEE, 5 miR-145 & A 5 45 0 5
PE I miR-145 T 66 P ¥ 3L [ E2F5 BAG4 I
FMNL2,Hsa_circ_001569 5 miR-145 £ i # ¢ ,miR-
1455 E2F5 BAG4 il FMNL2 fiY % ik & 67 4 56 B9,
Wang 55 320 & BUAE 31 XJ i X 45 B 0 e 4 41
Hsa_circ_001988 A FIH, H 5 Mg 4H L8501k .
i 229523 S 2 A 56 B 7R Hsa_cire_001988 1l AE Y Ky
45 H g2 W bR 2R W RR T TR R
3.3 CircRNAs 58 %=

Li %5 3F H CircBase 1 circ2Trait £ 45 22 i 1£
HH PR R RNA Hsa_cire_002059, % FHSEH & &
PCR ¥E7E 101 4] 5 98 41 20 S LB XT IE % B &, 36
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VI TV 1 S N1 =1 R A = NI I |
Hsa_circ_002059 1 *£ & , & R B =«
Hsa_circ_002059 7£ 5 J& 41 U Rk A%, H 5 4b
A% TNM Z3 30 M 3 FNAE 8 4 ¢ . Hsa_cire_002059
FEAR G I REAS i 2 3k B AR T L R A &
ik, CircPVT1 & 55— 81 & L0 TV by 15 9 Bl b
Y FOIR RNA, cirePVT1 76 B i 41 p W 2 5 %
TR E PR H e R B R 9 T 1 cirePVT 38 3 1
472 B miR-125 505 B B 2 F 7 98 40 if 38 5 A A=
7% ,circPVT1 & B i B 35 B A A7 30 A e A= A7 30 1Y
T ST UG bR Y
34 CircRNAs 5EEE

Xia Z5EPIHF 98 & 3 Hsa_circ_0067934 7 £ 45 i
N R RS & N Y = S N O R Bl
AR 41 i g 2H 21 R Hsa_cire_0067934 1) 3 ik 9 47
qRT-PCR K & B , Hsa_circ_0067934 7€ ¥ 41 21 h
FORWE S T I H ALY, 5 MR e T 4y
1] TNM 43 #A4H ¢ . Hsa_circ_0067934 fig % {2 ¥ £
R A M R W G B IR 28 BE T, DGR 4R AE 4
LR Hsa_cire_0067934 7 T, W A&
W AN R KYSE-150 F1F B 2 37 5050t 1
14 95 AN I KYSE-150 #8417 circRNA fi [ 41 3% 15
TR, K% BT 3752 4 cireRNA 78 50RO 09 &
0% 9 20 Ml KYSE-150 " 57 4> circRNA £ ik
% # ,17 4 circRNA £ 35 8 & F # ., CircR-
NA_001059 #il circRNA_000167 /& circRN AfmicroRNA
R IRAE M A58 .50 Li %57 ] TagMan-based
RT-PCR ¥ 73 H7 1 v [ 25 5 A R 38 684 1] £ 48 i 4R
20 95 K HAR R ZH 20 cir-ITCH Y63k, 45 S %
55T AR g 1 2 FL  cire-TTCH 78 £ 45 IR 40 it Jen
HA PRI, #2500 M7 cir-ITCH I HE & I,
miR-7 .miR-17 .miR-214 1E Jy 43 ¥ 48 2 54 Jin ITCH
[ 2 3k K7 ITCH 1Y 1 35 38 23 0 3w 1R £k 1) Dvl2
2 FZ AR — M Wnt/B-catenin {553
3.5 CircRNAs 53 IR

Nair 2533 FHA W EWE B ¥k Al T
— 2K Cire-Seq 1) TAE Ji F2 F R U5 AT E cir-
cRNAs BRIk, 5—UWCRMIZIE 3 Hr 1 TCGA
PEALIY 885 51 L M Ji o A A5 4 g 20 8RN 08 30 1F
HAH circRNA BYRIATEOL, 45 2R Bon1E TCGA b
W 98 2% A2 R B (ER+) 19 1E % 4121 circRNAs 119 %4
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HEMRMALS P L, X— G B N 4

TR R REA b L g v BV R A2 AR BH P (ER+)
() 1E B 21 8L IR 19 circRNAs #9855 19 5 5L [F] 9
52 R IETE G (ROP-P) &2 17 AH G, ##7R circRNA 1)
B AT g 2 L MR A0 M K B A AR AR L WET TR,
CDR las AE W8 i o 165 47 W B 1 1T 9 4% miR-7 8 5E A
23k ,miR-7 1J LA B4 A FH — 28 5 0 0 AH A5
A B L FAK 2 — 4> 5228 (0 41 i 0 356 5 15
5 3E B A0 LR B A A b B R A A R R
miR-7 1] B #E ¥ FAK, e8P FLE B miR-7
TR, HME A B o3 AKE R il e i 7%
(1) 1 J 2 VI AH 56, miR-7 1 2 1K 2 410 il 7L A 988 40 g
WaTH | v RETE BRI 28 5 R B8 ) E A L b R R BT
el A8, $278 miR-7/FAK 3 % 16 7L R 8 09 & A &
Ji b ke B B AR

3.6 CircRNAs 500 &%

XT3 T C 4 b B O 50 8 4 A ek i . LRSS
RS R S5 B i E AT cireRNA Rk W, KB
TE b B2 PE DR 5% Th A K PRIk RNA WA 3 LR
RNA fgff 5 — 281 H ) miRNA VLD, 76 r
J R M RN R b cireRNAs e mRNAs 25 26k
WIS, HL7E b AH O A5 5 38 % PR RNA Fn 4 P
RNA LR B A, 1A, circRNAs F) 52 5E
PEAE I L mRNA 5386 & 1F by s B2 22 0 A0 I s o i
AR ED

4 INESRE

b & 55 AR A, 5T cireRNAs AR &
B % cirRNA 1 = 880 1 S LA A 2P i ik e
S, (A B — i A2 R A2 W T AL A )
PR, FET cireRNA X3 R 5% a1 o B35 1Y)
A A DA R X ek 983 A 5% microRNA 19 ¥AF 2% W%
YERT, circRNA 2 g i 36 77 S 7 i o TRA
i 5% circRNA .microRNA 5 B Jsd 2 6] i A0 B¢ &
W23y igg £ B2 T TR YT SR R T A
DA EIIR RNA 40038 1 11 Y B HE AR
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