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Abstract ; Cancer stem cells (CSC) are responsible for the relapse and metastasis of cancers,so
the characterization of CSC is very important. Current methods for characterizing CSC include
cellular biomarker-based characterization, cell proliferation and differentiation characterization, tu-
morigenesis in vivo,chemo-resistance and radio-resistance characterization. Aldehyde dehydroge-
nase(ALDH) is an important cytosolic enzyme which regulates aldehyde metabolism. ALDH is
highly active in CSC and has been regarded as a biomarker for characterization of CSC. Studying
the role of ALDH in characterization of CSC will benefit the diagnosis,treatment,and prognosis e-
valuation of cancers.
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