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Abstract: Cancer stem cells (CSCs) have been found to exist in multiple types of tumor. They are
often identified and isolated by the presence of specific surface markers. However,there are still
many kinds of CSCs without any markers identified. Side population (SP) cells are one kind of
cells sharing CSC characteristic ,which play an important role in cancer initiation. They express
stem-like genes and are resistant to chemotherapeutic drugs. This review is intended to appraise
the sorting method , characteristics, the application in the cancer stem cells’ research and the ex-
isting problems of SP cells.
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