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Abstract : Pyroptosis is a form of lytic programmed cell death,which is different from the tradition-
al programmed cell death such as necrosis and apoptosis. The Gasdermin(GASDM) family includes
Gasdermin A (GSDMA), Gasdermin B (GSDMB), Gasdermin C(GSDMC), Gasdermin D (GSDMD),
Gasdermin E(GSDME) and DFNB59 ;and it plays an important role in pyroptosis. The activated
cysteinyl aspartate specific proteinase (caspase) cleaves GSDM and separates its GSDM-N domain
to form pores in the cell membrane that drive swelling and membrane rupture. In recent years, py-
roptosis in cancer has attracted extensive attention. Studies have shown that pyroptosis might be a
double-edged sword in the pathogenesis and treatment of cancer. On the one hand,large number of
inflammatory factors are released during the process of pyroptosis when normal cells are stimulated,
forming an inflammatory microenvironment that leads to the transformation of normal cells into can-
cer cells. On the other hand, pyroptosis in cancer cells can be used as a new therapeutic target to in-
hibit the occurrence and development of cancer. This review focuses on the role of GSDM family in
pyroptosis of cancer to provide a new ideas for clinic prevention and treatment for cancer.
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