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Quality Evaluation on Health Information of Lung Can-

cer in Chinese Websites

WU Chao'?*,WU Hao'?,BI Jian-qiang?, et al.

(1.North China University of Science and Technology , Tangshan 063700, China ;2. Cangzhou Hos-
pital of Integrated TCM with Western Medicine ,Cangzhou 061000, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose | To evaluate the quality of health information about lung cancer in Chinese
websites. [ Methods ] Health information of lung cancer was searched in Chinese websites. The
quality of information was evaluated with DISCERN rating instrument.The completeness and accu-
racy of contents were also scored according to the Chinese Lung Cancer Treatment Guidelines(2015
edition).[ Results ] Totally 53 websites were evaluated,and no one single item in those websites had
a mean score above 3 in DISCERN rating. The evaluation showed 48% websites contained one or
more inaccurate pieces of information. Most inaccuracies were found in the contents of lung cancer
treatment and classification. The correlation between the scores of DISCERN and content evalua-
tion was statistically significant (r=0.67,0.76,0.72;P<0.001). The content evaluation showed that
there were 7.5% websites rated as excellent,17.0% as good,24.5% as intermediate,35.8% as
poor,and 15.0% as very poor. The medical websites were of the best quality,while the commercial
websites were more complete. [Conclusion] The information of lung cancer provided in Chinese
websites is generally of poor quality. To improve Chinese web-based lung cancer information is an
urgent necessity,and it requires close collaboration between health professionals and website developers.
Key words : lung neoplasms ; websites ; evaluation ; quality
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Figure 1 Scores of the included websites measured by the DISCERN tool
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Figure 3 General characteristics of websites




Table 1 Scores of the top 5 websites measured by the content assessment

Key words Engine Internet site Attributes Contentrating
Lung cancer Haosou http://www.a-hospital.com/w/%E8%82%BA% E7%99%8C Business 16
Lung cancer Baidu  http://www.xianguojk.com/jibing/fa/jbjj Business 15
Lung cancer treatment Haosou http://tag.120ask.com/jibing/feiai/zhengzhuang/ Business 15
Lung cancer treatment Haosou https://baike.so.com/doc/5336923-5572362.html Business 14
Lung cancer Haosou httpsi/baike.baidu.com/item/%E8%8 2%BA%ET%99%8C/A28115?fi=Aladdin  Business 13
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