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Abstract : Human mitochondrial transcription factor A(TFAM , also known as mTFA),a high-mobility
group (HMG) protein,is encoded by the nuclear gene and imported into mitochondria. It plays an
essential role in the transcription and replication of mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA). Numerous stud-
ies have shown that the expression of TFAM gene is associated with many human cancers. In this
review ,we summarize the recent research progress in the relationship between TFAM and several
major human cancers. It shows that TFAM plays an important role in the occurance,development
and prognosis of cancers. It indicated that TFAM may be used as a candidate biomarker for the
occurance and prognosis of cancers and therapeutic target for cancer therapy,which helps to pro-
vide new ideas and means for seeking the possible therapeutic target for cancers.
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