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Abstract: [Purpose] To investigate the incidence and mortality of esophageal cancer in China
from 2003 to 2007. [Methods] The registration data during 2003 to 2007 from 32 cities/counties
were used to estimate esophageal cancer incidence and mortality and their changing trends in Chi-
na by location,sex and age group. The incidence and mortality of esophageal cancer was also
compared with 184 countries and regions in the world. [Results] The crude incidence rate of
esophageal cancer was 19.24 per 100 000 (25.85 per 100 000 in male and 12.67 per 100 000 in
female) and the age-standardized rate (ASR) with Chinese population was 10.17 per 100 000 and
that with world population was 13.71 per 100 000, ranked the sixth of all new cancer cases during
2003 to 2007 in China. The crude incidence rate of esophageal cancer was 11.36 per 100 000 in
urban areas and 46.64 per 100 000 in rural areas. The crude mortality rate of esophageal cancer
was 15.39 per 100 000 (20.71 pre 100 000 in male and 9.94 pre 100 000 in female) and the age-
standardized rate (ASR) by Chinese population was 7.71 per 100 000 and by world population was
10.58 per 100 000,ranked the fourth of all mortality cases. The crude mortality rate of esophageal
cancer was 9.09 per 100 000 in urban areas and 36.95 per 100 000 in rural areas. The incidence
and mortality rates were quite different in different regions,and those smoothly decreased during
2003 to 2007 in China. The age specific incidence and mortality rate was dramatically increased
with age increase. The incidence and mortality rates of esophageal cancer in China for male and
female was the highest in the world. [Conclusion] The incidence and mortality of esophageal can-
cer are still high in China. Esophageal cancer is still one of the malignant tumors that required our
focus on prevention and control.
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